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Our Vision is a world where everyone has access to the 

resources they need to achieve their full potential.  
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Chairpersonõs report 2014-2015 

I am pleased to introduce the Annual Report and Financial Statement for War on Want NI for 

2014/15. Thanks to the generosity of the general public in supporting our work and our retail outlets 

and with funding from both the Irish and British governments we have been able to expand our 

overseas work to support almost 150,000 of the poorest people in Uganda and Malawi.  

 

This support has made a real and lasting difference to the lives of conflict affected people in Teso, 

north east Uganda. Parents are now able to grow enough food for both consumption and sale and 

to feed and clothe their children and send them to school. In the south of Malawi where 

unprecedented storms and flooding wiped out 89,100 hectares of cropped land and resulted in the 

loss of over 195,000 animals, farmers we supported were able to replant and harvest enough food 

to last them through the hunger months.    

 

In partnership with local poverty alleviation groups we supported farmers to mitigate against the 

effects of climate change by introducing fuel efficient technologies and organic and irrigation 

farming. To ensure the sustainability and effectiveness of our partners we supported them both to 

successfully implement their projects and to develop robust governance and management systems.  

This has helped to ensure their effectiveness and build their capacity, and enabled them to access 

additional financial support from various sources. We worked with the partners to campaign and 

lobby government to bring about change in policies to benefit the poor.  

 

At home we worked to promote a greater understanding of global poverty issues; of injustices and 

the widening gaps between the rich and the poor in the world. War on Want NI continued to deliver 

global education presentations on poverty and development issues particularly to young people. We 

have encouraged participants to understand how they can play an important part to bring about 

change.   Our membership of CADA NI, D·chas and BOND, which are aid and development 

umbrella organisations in the UK and Ireland, ensures that we are represented in advocacy and 

lobbying forums working to bring about institutional change.  

 

You will read of the achievements and impact of our work, including some personal stories from 

those who have benefitted from our support. . 

 

We are only able to continue our work due to the commitment and generosity of our supporters: the 

volunteers that help run our shops and the individuals, companies and organisations that not only 

make donations and join our fundraising events, but volunteer their skills, support our campaigns 

and publicise our work. 

 

Despite the continued economic difficulties during 2014-2015, fundraising income increased by 

Ã37,000.  Our supporters were quick to respond to our emergency appeal for the devastating floods 

in southern Malawi where we have been working for many years. This support helped us to fund the 

recovery activities for families who had lost up 85% of their food crops.  We continue to be humbled 

and honored to receive support from individuals who have remembered our work with a gift in their 

wills and from family and friends making a donation in tribute to a loved one. 

While we have experienced a decrease in our retail shop income, it is still a key source of support 

for our work.  Due to the outstanding commitment of our teams of capable and dedicated 

volunteers, our major source of unrestricted funding continued to be the sale of second hand goods 

in our shops.  We very much appreciate this level of local support.  
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As a charity we are acutely aware of the need for transparency and accountability in all our work.  

This year we registered with the new Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.  In terms of our 

organisational accounting and reporting practices we adhere to the Statement of Recommended 

Practice (SORP) 2005 for reporting by charities. We also adhere to the Dochas Codes of Conduct 

on both Governance and the use of Images and Messages.   

On behalf of the Board of Trustees I would like to acknowledge and thank our two government 

funders for their generous and significant support for our overseas development work. The 

Department for International Development (UK AID), through its Global Poverty Action Fund, and 

Irish Aid, through its Civil Society Fund, enabled us to strengthen our support for local development 

in Uganda. I would like to thank our Director, and our staff, at home and overseas, for their hard 

work, commitment and dedication. The continued support and sustained commitment of our 

volunteers is recognised as a strength of the organisation and I want to thank them for their fantastic 

work. Finally I would like to thank my colleagues on the voluntary Committees and Board of 

Trustees for giving freely of their time to support and promote the work of this organisation.   

 

Marie Abbott, Chair of the Board of Trustees 

�-�R�V�H�S�K�L�Q�H���(�P�L�U�X���D�Q�G���K�H�U���J�U�D�Q�G�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�G���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���-�R�V�H�S�K�L�Q�H�¶�V���K�R�P�H���L�Q���2�M�D�P�D���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�����7�H�V�R����
�Q�R�U�W�K���H�D�V�W���8�J�D�Q�G�D������Josephine and her family are among the many families in the region who have 
returned home after years spent at internally displaced peopleôs camps to escape violence.  War on Want 
NIôs Livelihood and Food Security activities are helping them rebuild their lives.   
 
Along with training in sustainable agriculture to increase food production, Josephine and the other project 
participants are receiving: training on how to market their produce to secure the best price; support to set up 
Village Savings and Loans Schemes and; ongoing training for the local committee on monitoring and 
evaluation methods to measure the progress of the project and capture learning for future activities.   
 
(Photo by War on Want NI, Ojama village, Teso, Uganda. November 2014) 


